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It is asserted that If the Hepburn bill
providing for the construction of the Nica-

ragua canal by the United States govern-

ment becomes a law a most important in
ternatlonal question will arise, as other
nations may not consent to such entire con-

trol as government ownership involves.

The sixty fourth-clas- s postmasters in
Carroll county, Maryland, who have lost
their business by the Introduction of the
rural delivery service have prepared a pro-

test. In which many of the patrons unite.
There is notice of a meeting of postmas-
ters in one county in this State to consider
their own interests. Is this movement in
the same direction?

The decline in the stocks of the Amer-

ican Sugar Refining Company the past few
days is due to the statement of the presi-

dent at the annual meeting of the stock-

holders that there is not yet the slightest
Indication of a peaceful settlement of the
war between the trust and the Independent
companies, which makes the future divi-

dend rate uncertain. This means that'the
monopoly of the famous Sugar Trust no
longer exists.

It is generally admitted that Indiana has
the most complete common school system
of any of the States, Massachusetts not
excepted. Thl3 system Is largely the result
of the experience and wisdom of educators
who are now living in the State. Such be-

ing the case it will appear to many that
the alleged decision of the Indianapolis
School Board, to refuse to consider the
applications of all Indiana educators for
the position of city superintendent is not
a wise one,, particularly when it Is based
upon an entirely fictitious assumption of a
hostility between what are known as the
ßtate and the denominational colleges and
higher institutions of learning In Indiana.

General Buller's dispatch that he had
occupied the south bank of the Tugela river
may have caused some confusion in the
minds of those who thought he had been on
the south bank of that river since his re-

pulse by the Boers several weeks ago. His
former position was south . of . the Little
Tugela, while the one last occupied is on
the south Dank of the main river, some dis-

tance west and north of his former posi-

tion. This brings him a few miles nearer
to Ladysmith and Indicates a movement to
turn the Boers' right flank. The London
Times of yesterday, commenting on the
movement, says: "The absence of accur-

ate maps of the region in which our troops
are now moving is an extraordinary ex-

ample of the carelessness of our prepara-
tions for war." So it is, and all the more
because the Boers know the country with-
out maps.

The estimate made by Mr. Roberts, direc-
tor of the mint, of the world's output of
gold for 1000 approximates the estimates
of foreign experts. Mr. Roberts thinks the
output, even if the war in Africa continues,
will be at least $239.000,000, while German
estimates place it at $305,000,000. This would
exceed by considerably more than $100,000,000

the average production of gold and silver
combined In the years between 1SC6 and
1ST0. before the so-call- ed demonetization of
silver. Statistics show that within the last
twenty-eig-ht years the world's production
of gold has been equal to two-thir- ds of the
production of nearly four centuries preced-

ing.' In view of this greatly Increased out-

put and the apparently exhaustless de-

posits the alarming predictions of the in-

sufficiency of gold, of the appreciation of
lt3 value and corresponding decrease of
other values must be consigned to the
lumber room cf blmetalllst argumenta.
Nature abhors a vacuum, and she is evi-

dently prepared to do her part toward pre-

venting a failure of the gold supply.

Inasmuch as the Art Association was de-

termined not to put the art building down
town. It might as well have taken the
Fairbank-Kiss- el ground as to have stopped
half way. The Talbott property is a good

location In its way, but if the association Is
looking after space and picturesqueness. as
teems to be the case, the first named loca-

tion would better meet the requirements.
There) Is no doubt that general public
opinion has favored a downtown building,
but since the matter has been decided
otherwise, discussion need no longer go on.
The fact remains, however, that an art
museum away from the crowded center is
net the educative force in any city that it
should be. It is frequented by a limited
circle of artists and their friends Is, In
fact, a clubhouse,' rather than a place
which the public visits familiarly. How
many Indianapolis visitors to Cincinnati
even though they are art lovers make it a
point to go to the Art Mujeura out on the
hill? And have they not been known to re-

turn from New York without having vis-Jt- ed

the museum at Central Park, because,
cf the distance from down town? The dis-

tance frcrn Washington street to Sixteenth
ctreet is not so great as In either of these
c::tz3, it Is true, but the effort to get there
ti c ; 'J ally cr'it, and ths taste for art is

not sufficiently developed In any commun-

ity to lead the multitude out of its way to
gratify it.

GERMANY'S TROJIIXEXCE.
During the past week a newspaper

printed a cartoon showing that Germany
holds the balance of power In tte conti-

nent of Europe. .If it had included all
Europe on one side or the other of its
teeter board, with Germany in the cen-

ter, the cartoon would not be far from
tue ruth. More than any other govern-

ment In Europe Germany, by its power

and position, has Influence in relation to
peace or war in that continent. If It were
a question of war, Germany could scarce-

ly be neutral, and when it should take
sides the opposing Interests would seek a
peaceful solution of the controversy. "Wi-

lliam is often called "the war lord" be-

cause he is prepared 'or war and attends
to the keeping up of a large army with
tne best organization in the world. At
the present time he is for peace, and his
neutral attitude in regard to the war In

the Transvaal may hold In check other
governments that might take part. And,

speaking of the Emperor, it may be said
that his course has been such the past
two or three years that those who give
intelligent attention to the world's politics
no longer ridicule him for his eccentric-

ities. Aside from his devotion to the ab-

surd doctrine that the king 19 God s agent
and can do no wrong, e is a most sagac-

ious statesman in all that affects the in-

terests of Germany.
It is a quite general opinion that If what

Is somewhat vaguely called the Anglo-Saxo- n

influence does not dominate the
world at large Russia will do so. Those
who urge an Anglo-Saxo- n alliance usually
present its civilization against what they
depict as the semi-barbaris- m of Russia.
There does not seem to be any such al-

ternative. Russia holds vast domain and
the Czar dominates more people In a solid
mass than any other ruler. It has vast
armies, but an Inadequate navy. Russia Is

not prepared for war. If it were prepared
for war and were anxious for it, it would
not have called the world's governments
to consider the Czar's proposition in favor
of disarmament. With the mustering of
Its armies Russia has accumulated a con-

siderable amount of gold for war pur-

poses, but that amount would not last
long in a war between great nations. Not
long ago Russia's agents were in the
money centers seeking a loan, ostensibly
to complete its trans-slberia- n Railway.
The masses of Russia are now taxed to
destitution; consequently, if It should en
gage in a really serious struggle it would
be compelled to rely upon its credit, which.
in all probability, would fall.

It has been predicted upon vague re-

ports that Russia would seize tha pres-

ent predicament of Great Britain to
attack the British Indian frontier. This
Russia cannot do until the completion of

Its trans-slberia- n Railway, which cannot
be completed for two or three years. Then
it may be too late for Russia to send Its
troops abroad. A struggle for the conquest
of India would be a naval war very large-

ly. If Great Britain Is suffering disaster
on the land in South Africa it is yet
the mistress of the seas. It is a possi
bility that Russia may conclude that It is
a favorable opportunity for It to punish
Japan for its impertinence In calling it to
halt in its designs upon the Corean penin-

sula, but, in this, Russia will consider the
chance of Japan and Great Britain being
allies, in which event the navies of the
two nations would strip the Czar of his
ports and prestige in the Pacific. As all
these contingencies are Involved, It is
probable that Russia will hesitate about
seizing Herat, as has been proclaimed.
What Russia might do If it were a wealthy
empire, with unlimited revenue, 13 one
thing, and what, as a borrowing govern-

ment in time of peace, it dare do, is a
different proposition. "With the controll-
ing Influence of Germany in the affairs
of continental Europe, Russia should not
be considered as a menace to the civilized

world as a dominating power.

THE THEATRICAL SYNDICATE.
With all that has been said first and last

about the theatrical syndicate, a good
many people more or less interested In
stage affairs do not quite understand its
character and methods. For the benefit of
such Norman Hapgood, the dramatic critic,
tells in the new International Monthly the
story of the organization. It is rather a
curious narrative. When the scheme was
being formed it was violently opposed by a
dozen or more leading actors, of whom Nat
Goodwin, Francis Wilson and Richard
Mansfield were the leaders. These men an-

nounced that they would not play in syndi-

cate houses; they made speeches before the
curtain; they had themselves Interviewed,
and at every opportunity declared their un-

dying enmity to the trust. Then they be-

gan to weaken; Goodwin laid down his
arms first and entered into a contract with
the organization; Wilson was ottered $50,-0- 00

for a half Interest in his business by a
member of one of the firms composing the
trust and accepted the offer. Mr. Mansfield
reconsidered his position and accepted
syndicate terms. Of the original opponents
of the trust Mrs. Fiske stands alone,
having refused all overtures and resisted
all pressure. The others succumbed for
financial reasons. They could not secure
first-cla- ss theaters in which to produce
their own plays; in some cities even secon-

d-class houses were not obtainable. In
fact, as Mr. Hapgood says, "most of the
trouble between actors and the syndicate
has been over terms, and, in most cases,
when the players who talked most about
intelligence and freedom were offered more
money, they became silent," With a rea-
sonable certainty of regular employment
many actors are even willing to accept
lower rates of compensation. To the thea-
ters in the organization this advantage Is
assured, namely: a full season, usually
thirty weeks of "attractions," They take,
it is true, such plays as the syndicate de-

sires, on the dates which it desires, but, on
the other hand, they receive an unbroken
succession of companies, with none of the
old-tim- e Idle weeks. Then why, everything
considered, is not the syndicate control bet-

ter for the actors and the public than in-

dependent management? It Is not, Mr.
Hapgood admits, quite the evil thing its
enemies have described it; nor, .he says,
does it deserve the praise given It by its
friends. One evil is that K tends to" medi-

ocrity both in plays and in histrionic tal-

ent The ambitious young actor who wants
to be a star has little opportunity under
the contlrtica rycicn. "Almert tha enly

M

way to-day- ," says Mr. Hapgood, "for an
Anierican actor to become a star is to serve
faithfully in the Frohman ranks until he is
widely enough known to head a company;
and this is . a poor way, because he cannot
then have a repertory, but at best one part
a year. Where Is the sense in a repertory,
when more money can be taken in by one
play, at far less expense? The same prin-
ciple Is at work In the selection of plays.
Nothing does more than the existence of
this powerful association, he says, to pre-

vent the. growth of the American drama.
Charles Frohman, who almost alone sup-

plies it with plays, avoids risk by accepting
omy dramas already tested abroad, or the
work of playwrights already established.
Nevertheless, the syndicate managers do
not reproduce great plays from abroad, as
those of Sudermann, Hauptman or Ibsen,
nor encourage anything in the serious line
from established American playwrignts.
The reason for this, Mr. Hapgood inti-

mates, is that they are themselves too
lacking in culture and taste to appreciate
the higher dramaK Only actor-manager-s,

like the late Mr. Daly and like Mrs. Flske,
encourage untried talent.

This critic thinks the theatrical trust will
fall to pieces of Its own weight within a
few years, but that, until it does, or unless
it does, there Is only one way open for the
Improvement of the dramatic situation.
That is the establishment of theaters
owned by cultivated people, open to worthy
productions and provided with the nucleus
of a company with a repertory. Through
this means a higher standard of taste
would be formed and the prestige of the
commercial element now in control be
lessened.

The theater Is so Important a part of
modern life that the problem of making it
at' once a means of entertainment and of
inspiration is one that must necessarily be
considered sooner or later by the intel-

lectual and moral leaders of society. As
much interest should be taken in securing
for the youth of the day good comedy and
great drama as in providing clean, high
grade literature. It Is a theater-goin- g age,
and the stage should be brought to its
highest possibilities.

AN OLD CONTROVERSY RECALLED.
In. an article In McClure's Magazine, ex-Secret- ary

Boutwell reopens the Blalne-Conkll- ng

controversy. So far as these two
brilliant antagonists are concerned, Mr.
Boutwell throws no new light on the af--

fair. It arose In a debate in which Mr.
Blaine, while not In the right on the main
issue, defended a friend.- - In the clash Mr.
Blaine wounded the pride of Mr. Conkllng.
In his early days In Congress Mr. Blaine
had many verbal contentions, which were
adjusted because ho was conciliatory and
would go more than half way, but Mr.
Conkllng .refused to be conciliated. The
general drift of the article of Mr. Boutwell
is rather more favorable to Mr. Conkllng
than to Mr. Blaine, but he makes two
points affecting General Garfield which are
novel, not to say startling. The first of
these is that when Mr. Conkllng went to
Mentor early in October, 1SS0, after the
setback in Maine in September made the
defeat of General Garfield probable, Mr.
Conkllng would not see Garfield alone for
a moment, so that there could be no sub-
sequent charge that a bargain was made
by which Mr. Conkllng should have the
patronage of New York for his active par-

ticipation in the campaign. As a matter of
fact, the charge of a bargain was made
and persisted in by Mr. Conkling's friends,
but not by the senator himself, who was
above denying such an imputation upon
his party loyalty. There was no such bar-
gain.

The second novel statement of Mr. Bout-
well is much more important. It has been
given out, and is generally believed, that
Mr. Blaine as secretary of state was re-

sponsible for the appointment of Mr. Rob-erts- on

as collector of New York, Mr.
Conkling's enemy, after President Garfield
had given Mr. Conkllng assurance that
one of his faction should be appointed.
Mr. Boutwell asserts that this wus not
the case. President Garfield had decided
to appoint a man satisfactory to Mr. Conk-

llng. When those New Yorkers who helped
to nominate General Garfield heard of
this determination they sent him scores
of telegrams and letters charging him
with sacrificing his friends. While he was
wrought up with these charges of the
betrayal and sacrifice of his friends. Pres-

ident Garfield, on the spur of the moment,
sent the name of Mr. Robertson to the
Senate. Mr. Boutwell declares that when
Secretary Blaine heard of the action of
the President he was astounded and turned
pale, as he believed that it had been set-

tled that Mr. Conkling's man would be
nominated. Governor Boutwell avers with
the utmost positiveness that Mr. Blaine
had nothing to do with the nomination
of Mr. Robertson, and that in no sense was
he rervonsible for the act which led Mr.
Conkllng to resign and use his Influence
in 1SS4 to defeat Mr. Blaine. To his per-

sonal friends Mr. Blaine said he was not
responsible for Mr. Robertson's nomina-
tion, but after General Garfield's death he
could not possibly controvert the very
general conviction that he was responsi-
ble.

This action had a disastrous effect upon
the Republican party sending Mr. Conk-
llng Into a half voluntary political exile,
embittering his life, and causing the de-

feat of Mr. Blaine in 1SS4, with all of its
personal consequences to him, from which
he never recovered. It is now a matter of
moderate interest, but in the interest of
truth in history and of Justice to General
Garfield and Mr. Blaine, the real facts
should be ascertained regarding this most
unfortunate Incident. Are there others
who have any positive Information upon
this subject?

RECREATION A MARVELOUS CURE.
The modern doctor does not depend on

medicine alone to effect cures. In some
cases he prescribes recreation, a change of
scene or anything that will arouse his pa-

tient from a lethargic state. He bears In
mind the old saw, "All work and no play
makes Jack a dull boy." The patient may
be merely suffering from the effects of
overexertion of the brain, the stomach, or,
perhaps, the tongue, as occasionally hap-
pens with campaign orators and senators
who attempt to talk a bill to death. In any
of these cases a. few days spent in resting,
fishing or. hunting will sometimes accom-

plish wonders in physical rejuvenation and
may even work mental reforms. Take, for
instance, CoL W. J. Bryan. He Is an ex-

ample of what a change of scene, coupled
with recreation, niay do. The colonel al-m- crt

wcrs tlrzztll cut lizt fzU tlrn

from special trains in vain effort to induce
all Kentucky Democrats to gulp the oily
Goebel. Thn he crossed into Ohio and
worked until the vocal chords became
strained In an attempt to convince Buckeye
mossbacks it was their duty to put a mil-

lionaire In the gubernatorial chair, not-

withstanding he had several times warned
them to beware the rich and plutocratic.
Next he made a tour of his own State and
broke down under the strain. Doctors ad-

vised rest.
Soon afterwards it was announced the

colonel would winter In Texas. An ad-

mirer provided him with a house, and be-

fore long he was installed at the home of
ex-Gover- Hogg. What happened there
Is still fresh in the memory of readers of
the daily press. The genial, three-hundred-pou- nd

Mr. Hogg proved to be a good host
and a regenerative tonic for the enervated
Nebraskan. The breezy Texan planned al-

most a "midway plalsance" round of enter-
tainments and gambols for his guest. First
there was a reception in the legislative
halls of the Lone Star State; then a quest
for wild ducks, geese and brant; next a pot
shot at a bunch of hogs, which the colonel
was led to believe were peccaries, and later
a thrilling hunt for a panther, which was
described as a rear "painter," but which
proved to be merely V tame puss of the
fells leopardus family. Between these ex-

cursions the colonel and his host gamboled
In the back yard frisked and frolicked
like boys, if the chroniclers have stated the
truth. Such innocent but athletic games as
leap-fro- g, "skinning the cat" and walking
on stilts were tried with more or less suc
cess and sometimes corporal damage.
Wearying of these pastimes they climbed
trees, taught little porkers to walk on the
edge of planks, chased ganders about the
yard and even attempted to ride ostriches.

The result of all this was that Colonel
Bryan became stronger, physically and
mentally, than since the presidential bee
began buzzing about his cranium a few
years ago. His backyard gamoois nara-ene- d

the muscles, tightened the derma by
Increasing the flesh, and quickened the ac-tlo- n

of the blood corpuscles until they gave
him a ruddy color Instead of the former
pallor. His mentality also gained in vigor
and clearness to such an extent that hopes
are entertained he may recover completely
from some of the delusions which have
leng affected him. Before he went to
Texas Mr. Bryan was an ultra anti-imperiali- st.

He returned an ardent expansion-
ist, willing to extend the American eagle's
protecting wings over any land, provided
the inhabitants have the requisites of citi-

zenship. His contact with the sheep-raisin- g

Texans worked another mental change,
for he is reported as favoring a protective
duty on wool. Perhaps if the colonel can
be Induced to spend a month among the
sound-mone- y Democrats of the "enemy's
country" he may be cured of his sixteen-to-on- e

vagary. Then, If he will cultivate the
virtue of silence and settle down in some
quiet college town he may live to a good
old age, honored and respected llice Grover
Cleveland. Recreation is a marvelous rem-
edy, and it should , be tried by Messrs.
Lentz, Sulzer, Altgeld, Boutwell, Pettlgrew,
Allen and other statesmen of the "yellow"
order.

The Clark case, by which is meant the
fight which Senator-ele- ct Clark, of Mon-
tana, is making for his seat, Is likely to
become a celebrated one. The Senate com-
mittee on privileges and elections contains
some of the ablest men In the Senate, and
the Investigation will be very thorough.
The charges of bribery are very direct,
and, if true, make a flagrant case. Mr.
Clark Is one of the richest men in the
country, his income being estimated at
$10,000,(00 a year, the result of mining in-

vestments. Pretty much the entire popula-
tion of Montana seems tcbe divided into
Clark and anti-Clar- k 'tamps, and every
man on either side is prepared to prove
that every one on the other side is a ras-
cal. About one hundred witnesses have
been subpoenaed, and the government will
pay the transportation of every one of
them from Montana to Washington, with
an allowance of $3 per day for hotel ex-

penses. The Supreme Court of Montana
has already disbarred Clark's legal agent
on the ground of bribery, but Clark's
friends claim that the action was partisan.
The sums which Clark Is charged with
having paid for votes are generally $10,000

and $15,000 per vote, but one member of,
the Legislature is charged with having re-

ceived $50,000. The examination of wit-

nesses may occupy several weeks, and the
case is likely to become very tiresome.

Why is It that Supervising Architect Tay-

lor insists upon thrusting his plans for the
new postoffice upon the Indianapolis public
whether or no? Senator Fairbanks has de-

manded that unofficial architects shall have
the privilege of competition, but who among
them will be so foolish as to undertake the
making of plans while Taylor's purpose to
force the acceptance of his drawings is so

obvious? It may be that his plans will be
satisfactory and the best that can be ob-

tained, but if there is to be competition he
should enter It on an equal footing with
other architects and not be allowed to ex-

hibit his plans in advance, or to seek an
advantage In any way. Moreover, the ex-

hibition of the drawings in order to secure
an opinion from the public is not a proper
proceeding in any case. Only experts can
Judge of the merits of architectural draw-
ings; In this case the experts must be
architects and men familiar with the needs
of courts, postoffice and other offices to be
accommodated in the structure. Architect
Taylor's impetuosity should be restrained.

Editor Buckley, of the Christian Advo-

cate,' finds It necessary to warn his readers
against a wicked evangelist, who is going
up and down among the Methodist bret-
hrenand sisters seeking whom he may de-

vour. After describing the man the editor
feelingly remarks: "It is a thankless task
to expose wolves In sheep's clothing. So
many persons have an idea that they can
tell from a man's tone and manner, his
tears and upward glancings of his ej'e, that
he Is a child of God. The most infamous
hypocrites that we have known have some
of them furnished almost indubitable evi-

dence, judged by such uncertain standards
as those, that they were dwelling in the
secret place of the Most High.' " It seems
from this "that the editor of a religious
paper has troubles all his own; the par-
ticular kind of rascal above described is not
often encountered by editors of the sinful
secular press. His field is elsewhere.

Ilc-r-y Jzz3 Is at hla ttrt la his "appro--

ters. In the North American Review. It Is
a fine bit of literature, and those who have
read the letters will enjoy it, and those who
read this essay first will determine to pos-
sess themselves of the Stevenson volumes
forthwith.

The Portland Oregonlan celebrates Itself
and its State in an illustrated annual of
much pictorial magnificence. Oregon Is
'quite a State, judged by these pictures and
statistics accompanying, and the Oregon-

lan does it credit.

A muscular crank walked into the Atlan-

ta Constitution office the other day and
proceeded to pull Poet Frank L. Stanton's
hair with great violence. It is supposed
that he wanted to head him off from writ-
ing any more poetry.

BUBBLES IN THE AIE.
A Savage Revenge.

If I could catch the weather man (for
obvious reasons) I'd make him parse lay
in, day out old "Thomson's Seasons."

Not an All-Mft- ht Contract.
If we sat down at set of sun.
To count the good deeds we have done,
The chances are I dare to say
We wouldn't oversleep next day.

, The Mask.
Though man hath found all joy a cheat.
Yet should he prize life's dear deceit;
Still let him smile and say 'tis fair.
Lest others drink of his despair.

Similar, but Superior.
"What Is a phenomenal egotist?"
"A phenomenal egotist? Why, he Is an

egotist who can make other egotists listen
to him when he has something valuable to
say."

An Affront to England.
"Mrs. Chic has recalled her invitations

for a Dutch supper." '
"Somebody sick?"
"No; she happened to think it might look

as if she were backing up the Boers."

The Philippine Speech Engenders
Anxiety.

"I'm getting scared about impending re-

sponsibilities."
"What do you mean?"
"Why, things look as if Indiana were get-

ting to be the common-sens- e center of the
United States."

Footnotes.
True merit makes no noise; but that is

not a sign It doesn't enjoy noise.

Statesmanship Is getting what you want
without letting the public know how you
got it.

The small boy who has no shoes In sum-
mer always manages to have skates in
winter.

Asking questions is folly; by standing
around long enough we hear all the facts
come out.

The worst trouble with a new life is that
we are expected to lead it with the same
old people.

A reputation for being capable is far-mor- e

disastrous to peace than a reputation
for being incapable.

After Christmas Is off her mind the aver-
age woman secretly begins worrying about
spring house-cleanin- g.

Many a woman is a society leader whose
husband doesn't know the difference be-
tween a dinner bodice and a shirt waist.

LITERARY NOTES.
James L. Whitney, the new head of the

Boston Public Library, speaks fluently
French, German, Spanish, Italian and
modern Greek. "The Tlcknor Catalogue of
Spanish Literature" is one of his best
known biographical works.

Jerome K. Jerome takes his vacations on
a farm, where he becomes one of the day
laborers. He has studied agriculture both
from a theoretical and practical point of
view, and expects to establish a model
farm of his own next summer.

Charles Dickens once attempted to keep
a diary, which attempt did not, however,
meet with the success attained by Sam-
uel Pepys. The diary was begun on New
Year's day, 1S3S, but was abruptly dis-
continued on the 15th of January following,
with the entry: "Here ends this brief at-
tempt at a diary. I grow sad at the check-
ing off of days, and can't do it. Keepers of
diaries, like poets, must be born, not
made."

Mr. W. D. Howells has returned to New
York after a lecture tour of six weeks. He
lectured nearly every night, on each ap-
pearance to a large audience, and even in
so brief a time he traveled many hundreds
of miles. It is doubtful if Mr. Howells will
repeat the tour, as he finds the work ex-
tremely exhausting. He will continue to
lecture, occasionally, however, in the
neighborhood of New York. At present
he is working on a series of short stories
dealing with psychological themes.

Prof. Brander Matthews, of Columbia
University, has lately read, in New York,
a paper on "Literature as a Profession."
He defined the "profession of literature"
as "the calling of those who live by the
communication of ideas and emotions by
means of books." Chiefly, nowadays, we
should say "emotions," as the proportion
of "Ideas" is small. A vast difference, he
insisted, existed between a "man of let-
ters" and a "Journalist," notwithstanding
the phenomenon that Journalism often gets
itself bound up into books. Journalism is
done for the day, urged the speaker, lit-
erature for perpetuity. Professor Mat-
thews bore testimony to the generally
recognized fact that few men of letters
receive enough from their profession to
live upon. Not two dozen men In this
country followed literature alone, he af-
firmed, and hardly a score were to be
found in England, a limitation, however,
that is probably too narrow.

Boston has a new "Authors Club." The
membership is to be limited to one hun-
dred, and the conditions are that the
would-b- e members shall have . written
something worthy to be called literature.
The object is to have a good, social time,
and to become acquainted over the tea-
cups. Its first dinner was on Twelfth
Night, with Julia Ward Howe presiding.
It begins with forty members are there
forty, to say nothing of one hundred,
writers In Boston who have produced real
literature? among whom are Mr. Butter-wort- h,

Mr. Herbert Ward, Mrs.
Ward, Mr. Charles Folien , Adams,
Judge Robert Grant, Mr. . J. T.
Trowbridge, Mrs. Grace Le Baron
Upham, Miss Laura E. Richards, Profes-
sors Grosvenor and Todd, of Amherst,
President Hazard and Professors Coman,
Bates and Scudder. of Wellesley, Mr. Oscar
Fay Adams and Mr. Bliss Perry, but not
Mrs. Louise Chandler Mculton, who has
taken a vow and joins no clubs.

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THDIQS.

William Waldorf Astor's contributions to
England's war fund and hospital fund now
amount to $60,000.

E. L. Godkin, former editor of the New
York Evening Post, says he formed his
style by a careful perusal of the speeches
of William H. Seward.

The Khedive of Egypt receives a salary
of $300,000 a,year and has also a large pri-
vate fortune Invested in productive farms
and cotton plantations in the Nile delta.

A very valuable book Is a Hebrew Bible
in the Vatican. In 1512 the Hebrews tried
to buy It of Pope Julius II for its weight in
gold. It is so large and heavy that two
men can hardly lift it, and It would have,
brought $100,000.

y

H. M. Mcore, the president of the trus-
tees of .Northfleld (Mass.) Seminary, eays
that not cne dollar received frcn ths hymn
books has ever tctn used by Ilr. ITccUv
cr llr. CzzLz7 tz? itzlx CTm r: :zcJ -

but, on the contrary, every dollar received
from the hymn book fund has been used
to defray expenses of Mr. Moody's schools,
materially helping in the tfO.OOO necessary
to be raised annually for their current ex-
penses.

The stand of colors won by Colonel Elmer
E. Elsworth's United States Zouave Cadets
in competition In Chicago in 1S2, and the
next year on an extensive tour in the
United States and Canada, has been In-

trusted by the surviving members of Lie
company to the Chicago Historical Society
for perpetual keeping.

A rumor that ths owners of the New York
Evening Post have determined on a radi-
cal change in. the editorial policy of the
paper is based on the fact that the retire-
ment of Mr. Godkin, who was editor, has
already been followed by the retirement of
Joseph E. Bl?hop, who succeeded Mr. God-
kin, and who had the same ideas and meth-
ods.

Two students arrived at the Tuskegee
Normal and Industrial Institute at Tus-

kegee, Ala., a few days ago who had
walked there from their home in South
Carolina, a distance of LOO miles. They are
now at Tuskegee learning trades in con-
nection with their academic training. One
wants to be a carpenter and the other a
blacksmith.

"The portfolio of the navy," said Secre-
tary Long the other day, "entails some
hard work, but for my part I have never
known such hard work as I went through
with as a teacher, when for two years 1

was connected with the Westford Academy
in Massachusetts. Since those days I have
always had the greatest sympathy with
and the highest admiration for the success-
ful Instructor of youth."

The day of Lord Roberts's embarkation
for South Africa was the anniversary of
one of his greatest victories. Twenty years
before, on Dec. 23, 1ST9, he met and repulsed
the great Afghan attack on the ilnes of
Sherpur, at Cabul. and, following up his
success with a vigorous counter-attac-k,

broke up the Afghan army and set his own
force to keep their Christmas outside the
walls they had held so gallantly against
the besiegers.

Mr. Moody was strongly opposed to faith
healers. Not long ago in Chicago he said:
"God heals through doctors and through
medicines. Do not be carried away through
ravings of fanaticism. We have a new
'ism in America about every year beware
of the 'isms'! What would I do if I fell
sick? Get the best doctor In Chicago, trust
to him and trust to the Lord to work
through him. The doctors have done won-
ders as their knowledge has grown; they
have reduced the dangers of death from
diseases that once slew all they touched;
and the doctors, if God helps them, will yet
find a way to stop the ravages of other
terrors."

Uncle gave a pretty toy
Piano to little Daisy;

And little Daisy, in her Joy,
Is driving the family crazy.

Chicago Tribune.

Mary had a little lamb.
Whose legs to Wall street took him;

There he was so badly shorn
That Mary up and shook him.

Cleveland Plain Dealer.

WISDOM OF CURRENT FICTION.
The man who always succeeds is an

artist in selection. The Colossus.
Those who have a great love of power

and little scope for it must necessarily ex-
ercise It in trivial matters. Red Pottage.

"Is marriage such a very certain good?"
he asked. "It Isn't all that it might be,"
said she, "but it's all there is." Their
Silver Wedding Journey.

The better a woman Is it has struck me
the more she enjoys, in a quiet way, some
fellow's having been rather bad, ratherdark and desperate about her for her.
The Awkward Age.

If the world had been going the way
that people over fifty have always thought
it was going, it would have gone to smashin the time of the anthropoidal apes. Their
Silver Wedding Journey.

Not being herself married, she did not
know to what extent the weakest woman
can attain certain ends by concentratingher energies on one point instead of wast-ing them on many. The Colossus.

People talk about the conscience, but it
seems to me one must bring It up to a cer-
tain point and leave it there. You can letyour consclenence alone it you're nice tothe second housemaid. The Awkward Age.

The curiously composite mind of the
American contains a strong element of the
romantic. In its most mercantile forms itis attracted tv the dramatic; when it hallsfrom th wilds it is drawn as a child Is
drawn by color and light The De Wll-lough- by

Claim.
Why cry over things that are done? Why

do naughty things at all, if you are going
to repent afterward? Nobody is naughtyunless they like being naughty, and nobodyever repents unless they are afraid theyare going to be found out. Elizabeth. InHer German Garden.

The Rev. K. E. Dewhnrit.
To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal:

The acceptance of a pastorate in Chi-
cago by the Rev. F. E. Dewhurst, of
Plymouth Church, removes 'from Indian-
apolis a man who will leave the community
poorer by hts going. This for several rea-
sons, but one reason in particular I wish to
emphasize.

There are many ways In which men
lapse from their integrity, some of them so
fine and hidden that a lax conscience hard-
ly notes them. Among such derelictions
not the least common is the loose valuation
put by pulpit speakers upon their utter-
ancesthe putting of perfunctory thoughts
upon the market without nice regard to
one's real thought as it grows and
changes. The preacher with his "barrel"
of stale sermons has long since become a
subject for jests, but little, so far, has been
said about the ethics of the question.

The quality of rigid honesty, of a perfect
sincerity, shown by Mr. Dewhurst through-
out his seven years' service here is a thing
that should not escape notice and appre-
ciation. His whole mode and theory has
been radically different from that of "the
man with the barrel." To quote him as. In
substance, he would express himself to the
present writer: "I And always, in referring
to a sermon of the past, that since its writ-
ing my angle of vision has more or less
shifted it does not accurately represent
me at the present; hence old sermons are
practically useless to me."

It is this guarding as something sacred
one's conscientious opinion in its every
stage of growth that makes all the valueof a man who aims to stand for truth. Itis as much a matter of honesty as thethings that the statute law takes cogniz-ance of; and, I repeat, the quality Is so rarethat it should not

f does exist. And it is by virtue of it thatair. uewnurst, in a long series of sermons,among the most remarkable preached Inthis city, has revealed a never-fallin- g fresh-
ness of thought that has been a matter ofcomment to the last. In addition, perhaps.
It should be said that Mr. Dewhurst's po-
sition as a minister in this community has
been somewhat anomalous, as was that ofhis predecessor, Mr. McCulloch. His atti-
tude and that of his church has been es-
sentially that of the Unitarians in theiremphasis of the rational element in re-
ligion. This rigid rationalism carried to
the spiritual plane, in the nature of things,
becomes subtle and abstract, and for thatreaon many ho heard this preacher felt
that his addresses were cold and ultra-intellectu- al,

but those who were in sym-
pathy with his thought have found not
only unsual pabulum for the mind, but a
fine fervor bom of that feeling which Is
the final "breath and spirit" of thought,
and which transcends the merely Intel-
lectual.

In "theology," if it may be so called, Mr.
Dewhurst has. from first to last, stoodardently for the broad and comprehensive
thought of universal divinity the divinity
of the universe In all its parts. To him
and to those who think with him this has
meant much, .and whether or not one
chooses to regard this doctrine of hih?r
naturalism as "advanced" thought, it cer-
tainly represents a great end-c-r- r" t
th" --t rr.cvctnt cf tr ? rr'"t

ERNST MELA UN, ARTIST

AN INDIANAPOLIS IRON WORKER
WHO IS A MASTER OF HIS CRAFT.

Artistic PoMsIblltlea of Wrought Iron
liewly Recognised' A Recent Re-

vival of the Work.

Wilhelmina Seegralller, in Brush and Pen-
cil. .

During the present century, until about
thirty years ago, there was almost no work
in wrought-Iro- n done, the demand being
almost entirely for cast iron. About thirty
years ago there was something of a revi-
val, and In the few years since the Colum-
bian Exhibition there has been much more
demand for wrought iron than there was
in many preceding years. While cast iron
has its place, its use and its beauty. It
cannot compare with wrought Iron. Iron
when rolled or beaten has a fibrous tex-

ture which it does not possess when cast
into ingots; then its malleability and Its
capacity for welding or uniting at a heat
below melting point gives to wrought iron
great possibilities. In addition, wrought
iron Is stamped with the individuality of
the art craftsman. It is work at first
hand, and portrays as clearly the feeling
of the worker as It does the picture or the
statue. Lovers of art have bemoaned the
extended use of cast iron, claiming that
the smiths have become little more than
adjusters. However, -- the cunning of the
smith is not entirely a thing of the past.
A few forges are lighted, the stubborn
Iron is pliable as silken thread,' and work-
men bend and twist and weld it as deftly
and skillfully as did the workers of the
Renaissance.
. Indianapolis may well be proud of claim-
ing as a citizen one of these few workers,
Mr. Ernst Melaun, of the firm of Melaun
& Richards, an art workman unexcelled
in his art.

In 1S56 Ernst Melaun was born at Frie-de- k,

in Silesia, Austria. He received his
high-scho- ol education in Moravia, at
Neutltschcin Neutltscheln, with its great
castle and the allegiance paid to the lord
of the castle reminding one of feudal
times. After completing his work at
the. high school, Mr. Melaun be-
came a student at a craft school
In Vienna, Austria. The Austrian govern-
ment provides opportunity for its people
to become proficient In the various trades,
and It was- - at one of the government
schools that Mr. Melaun received a thor-
ough Instruction in free-han- d drawing and
designing, and learned the art of using
iron to produce beauty in ornament.

A THOROUGH TRAINING.
When he had acquired the full measure

of knowledge that could be Imparted at
the craft school Mr. Melaun, according to
the custom of the times, became a Journey-
man and took a four years' tour, working
in all the cities and towns in northern and- -

southern Germany and . Denmark, where
anything might be learned in the handling
of iron. A few of the cities visited were
Sallsburg. Munich, Carlsruhe, Cologne,
Hanover, Copenhagen, Hamburg, Berlin.Lelpslc, Dresden and Nuremberg. At the
end of the four years Mr. Melaun had re-
ceived all the training that the country
could offer; he had become a skillful de-
signer and a "master workman" in the
highest and best sense of the term. Then
came what was a real trouble to the yount?
workman, the five years demanded by his
country for service In the army. No more
designing, no more portraying of Idealsthrough red-h- ot iron. The required mili-
tary service changes the career of many
young men. but Mr. Melaun's love for his
work was so great that never for a moment
did he think of a possibility of changing his
life work. At the close of the five years,
thinking of military service that would
in the future demanded and of a country
that was likely to have a great art devel-
opment, Mr. Melaun turned his face toward
America and reached Chicago in 1SS3. He
then went to Milwaukee and became man-ager --of the Reliance iron and wire works.
After another sojourn in Chicago he went
to Indianapolis In February of 189. Mr.
Melaun experienced the difficulty that
comes to almost all in becoming established
in a new land. There was the difficulty ofbringing his work before the public. Then
for some time there was a limited demand
for wrought Iron, many who were able tbpurchase not appreciating Its superiority
over cast Iron, and many others desiring
great show for little money. Trade condi-
tions never had any effect upon the quality
of Mr. Melaun's work. Every piece was
always the very best that could be made.
His integrity and artistic spirit finally won
for him renown, his partnership with Mr.
H. R. Richards has broadened his opportu-
nities, and he Is known throughout tKecountry as one of the strongest workers In
America.

A visit to the workshops on Shelby street
is a delight. In the exhibition room are
grilles, screens, chandeliers, candlesticks
and numerous other articles, ready to
be shipped to various places. In
the shops forges blaze, sparks fly, ham-
mers ring, iron is being bended and twisted
and rolled; great sheets o manlla paper
with designs lie across tables and benches;
beautiful leaf and flower forms cut frompaper hang on the walls; the busy masterpasses here and there, now explaining how
some form might be ' more beautifully
fashioned, again saying a word of praise,
or teaching some young craftsman to work
in the spirit and with the patience of theartisan of the "elder days of art," when
. "Builders wrought with greatest care

Each minute and unseen part;
For the gods see everywhere."

Tho specimens show that Mr. Melaunthoughtfully considers the adaptation ofmaterial to purpose; they also show finespacing, virility and freedom of design andskillful execution.
AMERICA SHOULD EXCEL.

There Is surely a great future for the de-
velopment of wrought Iron in America;
there should bo work done which would
far surpass anything attained In the past.- -

In the middle ages there was but a limit-
ed use for iron; the greatest opportunity
afforded metal workers was In fashioning
the details of the cathedrals. Now we
have whole city blocks of iron framework.
The decoration of buildings has not keptpace with the advancement In construc-
tion. There is still too great adherence tothe forms of the past. There are a fewarchitects, however, who are teachinggreat lessons, who recognize that the spirit
of the past belongs to us, while it Is notnecessary for us to use and reuse theforms in which it found embodlmenL The
conditions of our present civilization andof our own land demand a new architec-ture. In days of yore it was not necessary
for accommodation to be provided In asingle building for many hundreds of busi-ness people, and a business block certainlyneeds to be of a different style than a tem-
ple. Buildings like the Sullivan buildings
In Chicago, splendidly adapted to theirpurpose, and showing frank and fine use ofmaterials, stand as monuments of creativeskill and taste, and give us high hope forthe architecture which is to be.Wrought Iron will develop with architec-ture. It certainly Jars our sense of thefitness of things to find that apparentlysolid columns are hollow, that If by chancethey are struck they give the sonorous ringof metal. This false use of iron makes Itappear as a decidedly Inferior material,and takes away the claim of a building fortruth. If iron columns answer their pur-pose when hollow and. metal may be saved,well and good; but there Is no necessity formaking them appear other than they are.Iron needs painting to prevent corrosion,but there is no need of its being veinedthat we may be deceived into believing itto be marble, or eanded to produce the ef-fect of stone.

Mr. Melaun has been trying some experi-ments In coloring grilles, painting themsimply to produce beautiful color effects
She?SafertS" imlUt

When architects become willing to ueiron with avowed frankness, and whenthey recognize the great possibilities ofIron for ornamental purposes, workers Iniron will have opportunity for creativework hitherto not afforded.car will also surely give metal workers anopportunity, while the extended use of ironfor domestic mirror J
ths amount cf iron ccr.-- - j t'--j
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